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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1A 339 16.5 4.2 25 66 94.4
1B 336 15.5 5.2 25 62.1 93.6
2A 20 17.5 5.5 25 70 5.6
2B 20 18.1 5.9 25 72.2 5.6
3A 26 14.9 5.8 25 59.5 7.2
3B 24 14.5 5.7 25 57.8 6.7
4A 190 15.6 5.7 25 62.6 52.9
4B 187 14 6.6 25 56.1 52.1
5A 140 15.1 5.3 25 60.5 39
5B 140 15.3 5.1 25 61.4 39
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Marking guidance for examiners, please apply carefully and consistently: 


 


Positive marking 
 
It should be remembered that candidates are writing under examination conditions and credit 
should be given for what the candidate writes, rather than adopting the approach of 
penalising him/her for any omissions. It should be possible for a very good response to 
achieve full marks and a very poor one to achieve zero marks. Marks should not be 
deducted for a less than perfect answer if it satisfies the criteria of the mark scheme.  
 
Exemplars in the mark scheme are only meant as helpful guides. Therefore, any other 
acceptable or suitable answers should be credited even though they are not actually stated 
in the mark scheme. 
 
Two main phrases are deliberately placed throughout each mark scheme to remind 
examiners of this philosophy. They are: 
 


 “Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant points should be 
credited.” 


 “This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives.” 
 
Rules for Marking 
 


1. Differentiation will be achieved on the basis of candidates' response. 
 


2. No mark scheme can ever anticipate or include every possible detail or interpretation; 
examiners should use their professional judgement to decide whether a candidate's 
particular response answers the question in relation to the particular assessment 
objective. 


 
3. Candidates will often express their ideas in language different from that given in any 


mark scheme or outline. Positive marking therefore, on the part of examiners, will 
recognise and credit correct statements of ideas, valid points and reasoned 
arguments irrespective of the language employed. 


 
Banded mark schemes 
 
Banded mark schemes are divided so that each band has a relevant descriptor. The 
descriptor provides a description of the performance level for that band. Each band contains 
marks. Examiners should first read and annotate a candidate's answer to pick out the 
evidence that is being assessed in that question. Once the annotation is complete, the mark 
scheme can be applied. This is done as a two stage process. 
 
Banded mark schemes stage 1 – deciding on the band 
 
When deciding on a band, the answer should be viewed holistically. Beginning at the lowest 
band, examiners should look at the candidate's answer and check whether it matches the 
descriptor for that band. Examiners should look at the descriptor for that band and see if it 
matches the qualities shown in the candidate's answer. If the descriptor at the lowest band is 
satisfied, examiners should move up to the next band and repeat this process for each band 
until the descriptor matches the answer. 
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If an answer covers different aspects of different bands within the mark scheme, a ‘best fit’ 
approach should be adopted to decide on the band and then the candidate's response 
should be used to decide on the mark within the band. For instance if a response is mainly in 
band 2 but with a limited amount of band 3 content, the answer would be placed in band 2, 
but the mark awarded would be close to the top of band 2 as a result of the band 3 content. 
 
Examiners should not seek to mark candidates down as a result of small omissions in minor 
areas of an answer. 
 
Banded mark schemes stage 2 – deciding on the mark 
 
Once the band has been decided, examiners can then assign a mark. During standardising 
(at the Examiners’ marking conference), detailed advice from the Principal Examiner on the 
qualities of each mark band will be given. Examiners will then receive examples of answers 
in each mark band that have been awarded a mark by the Principal Examiner. Examiners 
should mark the examples and compare their marks with those of the Principal Examiner. 
 
When marking, examiners can use these examples to decide whether a candidate's 
response is of a superior, inferior or comparable standard to the example. Examiners are 
reminded of the need to revisit the answer as they apply the mark scheme in order to 
confirm that the band and the mark allocated is appropriate to the response provided. 
Indicative content is also provided for banded mark schemes. Indicative content is not 
exhaustive, and any other valid points must be credited. In order to reach the highest bands 
of the mark scheme a learner need not cover all of the points mentioned in the indicative 
content, but must meet the requirements of the highest mark band.  
 
Awarding no marks to a response 
 
Where a response is not creditworthy, that is it contains nothing of any relevance to the 
question, or where no response has been provided, no marks should be awarded. 
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AS Generic Band Descriptors 
 


Band Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions      25 marks 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  


- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  


- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  


- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


 
 
 
5 


21-25 marks 
 


 Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.  


 The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and examples. 


 Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


 
 
4 


16-20 marks 
 


 Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 


 Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  
 


 
 
3 


11-15 marks 
 


 Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence and examples. 


 Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


 
 
 
2 


 


6-10 marks 
 


 Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and relevance.  


 A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 


 The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and examples. 


 Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


 
 
1 


1-5 marks 
 


 Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and relevance.  


 A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  


 The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited  use of evidence and examples. 


 Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 
 


N.B. A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates  


 'knowledge in isolation' 


 


0  No relevant information. 
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Band 


Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions   25 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 


including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


21-25 marks 
 


 Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


 A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the question set. 


 Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


4 


16-20 marks 


 


 Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


 The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 


 The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


3 


11-15 marks 


 


 Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


 Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have generally been addressed. 


 Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 


2 


6-10 marks 


 


 Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


 A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially addressed. 


 A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with reason and/or evidence. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 


1 


1-5 marks 


 


 A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


 An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question set.  


 Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


 Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 
 


 


0  No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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4. (a) Examine the Eightfold Path. 
   [AO1 25] 


 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses will be credited. 
 


 Candidates will explain that the Eightfold Path is the Fourth Noble Truth, 
namely the magga, or the ‘path’ to the cessation of the causes of dukkha.  


 The Eightfold Path is about ‘practice’, namely; what Buddhists actually try 
to do, rather than the other aspects of the Four Noble Truths which are 
about what they believe about the nature of reality.  


 The path has three aspects, known as the ‘three trainings’ or ‘threefold 
training’. These are wisdom, meditation and morality/ethics.  


 The path is:  
Wisdom: 
Right understanding: Understanding that the Four Noble Truths are noble 
and true. 
Right thought: Determining and resolving to practice Buddhist faith. 
Ethics: 
Right speech: Avoiding slander, gossip, lying, and all forms of untrue and 
abusive speech. 
Right conduct: Adhering to the idea of nonviolence (ahimsa), as well as 
refraining from any form of stealing or sexual impropriety. Expectation 
regarding conduct is different for monastics and lay people. For example, 
any sexual activity is inappropriate for monks, but responsible and non-
harmful sexual activity is acceptable for lay people.  
Right means of making a living (livelihood): Not slaughtering animals or 
working at jobs that forces you to violate or exploit others. 


 Meditation: 
Right mental attitude or effort: Avoiding negative thoughts and emotions, 
such as anger and jealousy. 
Right mindfulness: Having a clear sense of one’s mental state and bodily 
health and feelings. 
Right concentration: Using meditation to reach the highest level of 
enlightenment. 


 Sometimes the term ‘right’ is replaced by ‘correct’.  


 The Dharmachakra is a Buddhist symbol for the Dharma. It usually has 
eight spokes to represent the teaching of the Noble Eightfold Path. 


 Although the ‘Path’ has eight separate steps, they are not intended to be 
followed one after another. The Buddhist way of life involves all of them 
and enables Buddhists to train themselves in every aspect of their lives. 


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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4. (b) ‘Wisdom without morality is meaningless.’ 
 
  Evaluate this view with reference to Buddhism. [AO2 25] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant points 
should be credited.  
 


 Expect candidates to be able to link this to the three aspects of the 
Eightfold Path, all of which must be practiced together. They may use the 
image of the three-legged stool to indicate how essential each item of the 
threefold trainings is essential for the full practice of the Buddhist path. 
Without two or even one of its legs, the stool cannot function. With all 
three legs it is stable and strong and provides a good foundation.  


 Candidates may argue that wisdom is better than nothing. Wisdom is 
Right Understanding and Right Thought. These are the basis for the other 
aspects of the path. Without understanding there is no motivation to 
practice and without right thought there is no determination or decision to 
follow the Buddhist Path. Wisdom is a crucial aspect of the path. In 
Mahayana Buddhism, the perfection of wisdom is seen as the key to the 
Buddhist path, and closely related with the development of compassion.  


 Some may argue that unless someone is prepared to live a virtuous life, 
they may have all the wisdom in the world but it will be meaningless 
because it will have no positive effect in the world, and no merit will be 
generated. 


 Similarly candidates may argue that people might mean well, but without 
some wisdom and discernment, actions are likely to be unskilful. 
However, candidates should note the central importance of intention in 
Buddhism.   


 Others may argue that it is in fact impossible to be wise and NOT to act 
virtuously. If a person is wise, they know about connectedness, and 
therefore must act in a responsible virtuous way that causes no harm.   


 They may argue that all three aspects of the path are essential and must 
be practiced together for the Buddhist to make any progress whatever.  


 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 


 


  












Sticky Note

Significant misspelling.



Sticky Note

questionable word choice



Sticky Note

But none of these are Buddhist meditation as such, although they might derive from it, or be happy side-effects of it.



Sticky Note

simplistic 



Sticky Note

This is a very basic answer. There is some (not wholly effective) attempt to deploy technical terminology. 



Sticky Note

Samsara is spelled incorrectly, but at least here there is some attempt to link to Buddhist teachings.



Sticky Note

correct, at least for some forms of meditation.



 

Sticky Note

This is a very basic answer. There is some (not wholly effective) attempt to deploy technical terminology. Band 2 8 marks.







Sticky Note

such as? 



Sticky Note

This is going in the right direction, but needs some more explanation.







Sticky Note

This is quite unsophisticated reasoning. 



Sticky Note

There is an attempt here to offer a view, but it is not well argued. It is also not particularly informed. 



 

Sticky Note

There is an attempt here to offer a view, but it is not well argued. It is also not particularly informed. Band 2 8 marks.












3 

























Sticky Note

Good analysis of the meaning of the story



Sticky Note

'lack of control' is good insight into the nature of dukkha



Sticky Note

Shows an excellent grasp of the figurative nature of the story. This is sophisticated.



Sticky Note

linking to other teachings. Good awareness of how the biography is used to articulate teachings.



Sticky Note

Taking opportunities to use technical terminology and to shoe knowledge of the Buddha's teachings. 







Sticky Note

highlighting the significance of the story within the development of the religion.



Sticky Note

Here the candidate elaborates. They don't just say 'without the four sights there would be no Buddhism' they narrate the story in a convincing way.



Sticky Note

This did not score full marks because it did not refer to any sources. Another route to higher marks would have involved demonstration of awareness of the diversity of Buddhism and the varying status of the story across different schools. 



Sticky Note

It would help the answer if this claim was justified. The candidate probably means that sickness, old and death are 'visual representations' of impermanence, but they could say how this is the case. 



 

Sticky Note

This did not score full marks because the response did not refer to any sources. Another route to higher marks would have involved demonstration of awareness of the diversity of Buddhism and the varying status of the story across different schools. Band 5 21 marks.







Sticky Note

This is sophisticated analysis.



Sticky Note

This is a well-made argument.



Sticky Note

This is well observed.



Sticky Note

Good reasoning.



Sticky Note

This is an insightful treatment of the topic, but it cannot achieve full marks because it does not refer to sources of wisdom in any substantial way. It also fails to show Buddhism's diversity.



 

Sticky Note

This is an insightful treatment of the topic, but it  it does not refer to sources of wisdom in any substantial way. It also fails to show Buddhism's diversity.Band 5 21 marks.
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Marking guidance for examiners, please apply carefully and consistently: 


 


Positive marking 
 
It should be remembered that candidates are writing under examination conditions and credit 
should be given for what the candidate writes, rather than adopting the approach of 
penalising him/her for any omissions. It should be possible for a very good response to 
achieve full marks and a very poor one to achieve zero marks. Marks should not be 
deducted for a less than perfect answer if it satisfies the criteria of the mark scheme.  
 
Exemplars in the mark scheme are only meant as helpful guides. Therefore, any other 
acceptable or suitable answers should be credited even though they are not actually stated 
in the mark scheme. 
 
Two main phrases are deliberately placed throughout each mark scheme to remind 
examiners of this philosophy. They are: 
 


 “Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant points should be 
credited.” 


 “This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives.” 
 
Rules for Marking 
 


1. Differentiation will be achieved on the basis of candidates' response. 
 


2. No mark scheme can ever anticipate or include every possible detail or interpretation; 
examiners should use their professional judgement to decide whether a candidate's 
particular response answers the question in relation to the particular assessment 
objective. 


 
3. Candidates will often express their ideas in language different from that given in any 


mark scheme or outline. Positive marking therefore, on the part of examiners, will 
recognise and credit correct statements of ideas, valid points and reasoned 
arguments irrespective of the language employed. 


 
Banded mark schemes 
 
Banded mark schemes are divided so that each band has a relevant descriptor. The 
descriptor provides a description of the performance level for that band. Each band contains 
marks. Examiners should first read and annotate a candidate's answer to pick out the 
evidence that is being assessed in that question. Once the annotation is complete, the mark 
scheme can be applied. This is done as a two stage process. 
 
Banded mark schemes stage 1 – deciding on the band 
 
When deciding on a band, the answer should be viewed holistically. Beginning at the lowest 
band, examiners should look at the candidate's answer and check whether it matches the 
descriptor for that band. Examiners should look at the descriptor for that band and see if it 
matches the qualities shown in the candidate's answer. If the descriptor at the lowest band is 
satisfied, examiners should move up to the next band and repeat this process for each band 
until the descriptor matches the answer. 
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If an answer covers different aspects of different bands within the mark scheme, a ‘best fit’ 
approach should be adopted to decide on the band and then the candidate's response 
should be used to decide on the mark within the band. For instance if a response is mainly in 
band 2 but with a limited amount of band 3 content, the answer would be placed in band 2, 
but the mark awarded would be close to the top of band 2 as a result of the band 3 content. 
 
Examiners should not seek to mark candidates down as a result of small omissions in minor 
areas of an answer. 
 
Banded mark schemes stage 2 – deciding on the mark 
 
Once the band has been decided, examiners can then assign a mark. During standardising 
(at the Examiners’ marking conference), detailed advice from the Principal Examiner on the 
qualities of each mark band will be given. Examiners will then receive examples of answers 
in each mark band that have been awarded a mark by the Principal Examiner. Examiners 
should mark the examples and compare their marks with those of the Principal Examiner. 
 
When marking, examiners can use these examples to decide whether a candidate's 
response is of a superior, inferior or comparable standard to the example. Examiners are 
reminded of the need to revisit the answer as they apply the mark scheme in order to 
confirm that the band and the mark allocated is appropriate to the response provided. 
Indicative content is also provided for banded mark schemes. Indicative content is not 
exhaustive, and any other valid points must be credited. In order to reach the highest bands 
of the mark scheme a learner need not cover all of the points mentioned in the indicative 
content, but must meet the requirements of the highest mark band.  
 
Awarding no marks to a response 
 
Where a response is not creditworthy, that is it contains nothing of any relevance to the 
question, or where no response has been provided, no marks should be awarded. 
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AS Generic Band Descriptors 
 


Band Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions      25 marks 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  


- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  


- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  


- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


 
 
 
5 


21-25 marks 
 


 Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.  


 The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and examples. 


 Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


 
 
4 


16-20 marks 
 


 Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 


 Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  
 


 
 
3 


11-15 marks 
 


 Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence and examples. 


 Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


 
 
 
2 


 


6-10 marks 
 


 Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and relevance.  


 A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 


 The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and examples. 


 Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


 
 
1 


1-5 marks 
 


 Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and relevance.  


 A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  


 The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited  use of evidence and examples. 


 Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 
 


N.B. A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates  


 'knowledge in isolation' 


 


0  No relevant information. 
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Band 


Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions   25 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 


including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


21-25 marks 
 


 Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


 A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the question set. 


 Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


4 


16-20 marks 


 


 Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


 The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 


 The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


3 


11-15 marks 


 


 Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


 Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have generally been addressed. 


 Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 


2 


6-10 marks 


 


 Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


 A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially addressed. 


 A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with reason and/or evidence. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 


1 


1-5 marks 


 


 A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


 An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question set.  


 Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


 Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 
 


 


0  No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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Component 1 A Study of Religion  
Option D: An Introduction to the Study of Buddhism 


 
MARK SCHEME 


 
To be read in conjunction with the generic band descriptors provided. 


 
Section A  


 
1.  (a) Explain the significance of the Four Sights in Buddhism. 
   [AO1 25] 


 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited. 
 


 The Four Sights are an archetypal episode in the biography of the 
Buddha. 


 As a result of the prophecies at Siddhartha’s birth - that he would either 
become a world ruler or a wandering religious teacher - his father tried to 
shield him from the more distressing aspects of life. Consequently, he 
spent his life within the confines of the palace and its grounds, pursuing 
pleasure and the skills and pastimes suitable to his varnadharma.  


 However, one day Siddhartha asked his charioteer to take him on an 
excursion outside of the palace. On the first visit he encountered an old 
man. On the next excursion he encountered a sick man. On his third 
excursion, he encountered a corpse being carried to cremation.  


 These sights brought home to him the prevalence of suffering in the 
world. 


 They were evidence that his loved ones and he too was subject to old 
age, sickness and death - that no-one, could escape these three. What 
was the point in living, if this was the nature of life? On his fourth 
excursion, however, he encountered a sadhu, apparently content and at 
peace, despite being aware of suffering.  


 The Four Sights led to Siddhartha’s awareness of the nature of the human 
condition that was to lay the foundation of Buddhism. 


 The Four Sights led to the ‘Great Renunciation’ and set in motion a chain 
of events which would lead to Siddhartha’s Awakening.  


 As well as having narrative significance in the life of the Buddha, the four 
sights are meaningful to Buddhists. They illustrate how easy it is to live life 
pursuing pleasure, wealth and duty, and to never see the reality of 
impermanence and insubstantiality, or the power of greed, hatred and 
delusion which drives samsara. The Four Sights initiated the Buddha’s 
renunciation, and many Buddhists talk about the meaning of renunciation 
in their own lives.  


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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1. (b) 'The Four Sights offer the best insight into Buddhist teachings about 
impermanence and no-self.' 


   
  Evaluate this view.  [AO2 25] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited. 


 


 The Four Sights gave Siddhartha a very stark insight into the 
impermanence and insubstantiality of existence. Nothing stays the same, 
everything is subject to decay.  


 Candidates may argue that whilst the Four Sights clearly show 
impermanence and insubstantiality, they show less about no-self.  


 However, no-self can be discerned in the Four Sights. A person is subject 
to flux in every respect. No-self is a critique of fixed, eternal or permanent 
ideas about self. The evidence of the Four Sights confirms the changing 
nature of the self.  


 There are many other sources within Buddhist traditions for exploring 
insights into impermanence and no self. Many Buddhist texts explore 
them, for example the Dhammacakkapavatthana Sutta in which the 
Buddha was reported to have set out the truths he experienced under the 
Bodhi tree. 


 Some may mention the Chariot Passage of the Milindapanha as offering a 
better insight into no-self than the Four Sights. This text reports a 
conversation between a monk and a king, in which the monk, Nagasena 
uses the analogy of the constituent parts of a chariot in order to illustrate 
the absence of any essence of self.  


 Others may argue that Buddhists might attain a better, more experiential 
understanding of impermanence and no self through the practice of 
meditation, or through the practice of dana and virtue.   


 Candidates may explore the value of the Buddha’s biography for 
understanding aspects of Buddhist teachings, but they may also critique 
this on the basis that not all Buddhists consider the biography of the 
Buddha as central.  


 Candidates may consider the ways Buddhists might reflect on their own 
lives and how those provide evidence for no-self and impermanence.  


 Reference may be made to the Buddha’s biography to illustrate these 
core concepts, for example the parinirvana. At the time of his death the 
Buddha asked his followers not to grieve, reminding them that all 
conditioned things pass away.  


 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 


 
  












4. (a)	 Examine	the	Eightfold	Path. [25]


 (b) ‘Wisdom without morality is meaningless.’ 
Evaluate	this	view	with	reference	to	Buddhism.	 [25]








Sticky Note

Statement could be better organised, and expressed in structured prose, rather than a list of clauses separated by semi-colons. 



Sticky Note

Awareness of diversity in evidence.



Sticky Note

Correct deployment of technical terminology.



Sticky Note

good awareness of a range of teachings



Sticky Note

The answer is solid, but lacking in detail or exposition. There is no reference to sources of wisdom (or secondary sources of any kind). 



 

Sticky Note

The answer is solid, but lacking in detail or exposition. There is no reference to sources of wisdom (or secondary sources of any kind). Band 3 15 marks.







Sticky Note

Hard to see what the candidate means here. They have written 'contradict', but their actual meaning is unclear. 



Sticky Note

focus on intention in Buddhism is correct.



Sticky Note

This is acceptable reasoning.



Sticky Note

This is good, drawing on an episode in the Buddha's biography to illustrate the point about morality ambiguity.



Sticky Note

But this argues the other side of the contention. Perhaps better signposting could have made this point better.



Sticky Note

explain this final point!

The candidate shows flashes of real insight, but these are not quite worked into a coherent argument. 



 

Sticky Note

Explain this final point.The candidate shows flashes of real insight, but these are not quite worked into a coherent argument. Band 3 15 marks
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5. (a)	 Examine	different	practices	of	Buddhist	meditation. [25]


 (b) ‘Meditation is a waste of time in today’s world.’ 
Evaluate	this	view	with	reference	to	Buddhism.	 [25]
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Marking guidance for examiners, please apply carefully and consistently: 


 


Positive marking 
 
It should be remembered that candidates are writing under examination conditions and credit 
should be given for what the candidate writes, rather than adopting the approach of 
penalising him/her for any omissions. It should be possible for a very good response to 
achieve full marks and a very poor one to achieve zero marks. Marks should not be 
deducted for a less than perfect answer if it satisfies the criteria of the mark scheme.  
 
Exemplars in the mark scheme are only meant as helpful guides. Therefore, any other 
acceptable or suitable answers should be credited even though they are not actually stated 
in the mark scheme. 
 
Two main phrases are deliberately placed throughout each mark scheme to remind 
examiners of this philosophy. They are: 
 


 “Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant points should be 
credited.” 


 “This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives.” 
 
Rules for Marking 
 


1. Differentiation will be achieved on the basis of candidates' response. 
 


2. No mark scheme can ever anticipate or include every possible detail or interpretation; 
examiners should use their professional judgement to decide whether a candidate's 
particular response answers the question in relation to the particular assessment 
objective. 


 
3. Candidates will often express their ideas in language different from that given in any 


mark scheme or outline. Positive marking therefore, on the part of examiners, will 
recognise and credit correct statements of ideas, valid points and reasoned 
arguments irrespective of the language employed. 


 
Banded mark schemes 
 
Banded mark schemes are divided so that each band has a relevant descriptor. The 
descriptor provides a description of the performance level for that band. Each band contains 
marks. Examiners should first read and annotate a candidate's answer to pick out the 
evidence that is being assessed in that question. Once the annotation is complete, the mark 
scheme can be applied. This is done as a two stage process. 
 
Banded mark schemes stage 1 – deciding on the band 
 
When deciding on a band, the answer should be viewed holistically. Beginning at the lowest 
band, examiners should look at the candidate's answer and check whether it matches the 
descriptor for that band. Examiners should look at the descriptor for that band and see if it 
matches the qualities shown in the candidate's answer. If the descriptor at the lowest band is 
satisfied, examiners should move up to the next band and repeat this process for each band 
until the descriptor matches the answer. 
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If an answer covers different aspects of different bands within the mark scheme, a ‘best fit’ 
approach should be adopted to decide on the band and then the candidate's response 
should be used to decide on the mark within the band. For instance if a response is mainly in 
band 2 but with a limited amount of band 3 content, the answer would be placed in band 2, 
but the mark awarded would be close to the top of band 2 as a result of the band 3 content. 
 
Examiners should not seek to mark candidates down as a result of small omissions in minor 
areas of an answer. 
 
Banded mark schemes stage 2 – deciding on the mark 
 
Once the band has been decided, examiners can then assign a mark. During standardising 
(at the Examiners’ marking conference), detailed advice from the Principal Examiner on the 
qualities of each mark band will be given. Examiners will then receive examples of answers 
in each mark band that have been awarded a mark by the Principal Examiner. Examiners 
should mark the examples and compare their marks with those of the Principal Examiner. 
 
When marking, examiners can use these examples to decide whether a candidate's 
response is of a superior, inferior or comparable standard to the example. Examiners are 
reminded of the need to revisit the answer as they apply the mark scheme in order to 
confirm that the band and the mark allocated is appropriate to the response provided. 
Indicative content is also provided for banded mark schemes. Indicative content is not 
exhaustive, and any other valid points must be credited. In order to reach the highest bands 
of the mark scheme a learner need not cover all of the points mentioned in the indicative 
content, but must meet the requirements of the highest mark band.  
 
Awarding no marks to a response 
 
Where a response is not creditworthy, that is it contains nothing of any relevance to the 
question, or where no response has been provided, no marks should be awarded. 
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AS Generic Band Descriptors 
 


Band Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions      25 marks 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  


- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  


- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  


- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


 
 
 
5 


21-25 marks 
 


 Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.  


 The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and examples. 


 Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


 
 
4 


16-20 marks 
 


 Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 


 Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  
 


 
 
3 


11-15 marks 
 


 Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence and examples. 


 Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


 
 
 
2 


 


6-10 marks 
 


 Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and relevance.  


 A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 


 The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and examples. 


 Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


 
 
1 


1-5 marks 
 


 Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and relevance.  


 A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  


 The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited  use of evidence and examples. 


 Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 
 


N.B. A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates  


 'knowledge in isolation' 


 


0  No relevant information. 
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Band 


Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions   25 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 


including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


21-25 marks 
 


 Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


 A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the question set. 


 Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


4 


16-20 marks 


 


 Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


 The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 


 The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


3 


11-15 marks 


 


 Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


 Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have generally been addressed. 


 Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 


2 


6-10 marks 


 


 Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


 A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially addressed. 


 A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with reason and/or evidence. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 


1 


1-5 marks 


 


 A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


 An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question set.  


 Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


 Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 
 


 


0  No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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5. (a) Examine different practices of Buddhist meditation. 
   [AO1 25] 


 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses will be credited. 
 


 Meditation is a means of transforming the mind. It is not about emptying 
the mind, but observing the mind and developing and honing it as a tool 
for attaining awakening.  


 Meditation is not, primarily, about relaxation or overcoming stress 
although this may be a happy by-product.  


 Buddhist meditation practices are techniques that encourage and develop 
concentration, clarity, emotional positivity, and a calm seeing of the true 
nature of things and to cultivate new, more positive ways of being. With 
regular work and patience these focused states of mind can deepen into 
profoundly peaceful and energised states of mind.  


 There are different forms of meditation used in the Buddhist tradition. All 
of them may be described as ‘mind-trainings’, but they take many different 
approaches. The foundation of all of them, however, is the cultivation of a 
calm and positive state of mind. 


 Some examples are vipassana meditation which explores the nature of 
reality and shows in to be insubstantial and in flux; samatha meditation 
which might focus on breathing, perhaps counting breaths, to train the 
mind in one-pointed awareness, zazen, which imitates the experience of 
the Buddha under the Bodhi tree, and is not trying to achieve any altered 
state, and metta bhavana in which warm feelings of loving kindness are 
directed to self and others.  


 Meditation posture is important, relaxed but upright, usually sitting on a 
cushion and probably cross-legged. If this is not easy you can sit kneeling 
or else in a chair.  


 Meditation can also take place walking or lying down.  


 Buddhist often make a commitment to meditation every day. Monks and 
Nuns spend much of their days in meditation practice.  


 Meditation might involve being mindful during everyday life, for example 
attending to daily chores involving cooking and cleaning, in a mindful way.  


 Candidates may refer to mediation teachers for example Thich Nhat 
Hanh, and his teachings around smiling, breathing and walking.  


 
  This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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5. (b) ‘Meditation is a waste of time in today’s world.’ 
 
  Evaluate this view with reference to Buddhism.  [AO2 25] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant points 
should be credited.  
 


 Expect candidates to be able to express the benefits of meditation from 
the point of view of Buddhism. It is a tool to train the mind to be able to 
penetrate reality as it really is and to cut through delusion to find the truth, 
just as the Buddha is said to have done.  


 It is a recommended practice – described by Edward Conze as ‘the 
heartbeat of Buddhism.’ 


 Meditation is one of the threefold trainings and a crucial part of the Noble 
Eightfold Path.  


 It helps to develop wisdom and compassion. For example the repeated 
practice of metta bhavana meditation is shown to have real-world effects 
in terms of enabling people to develop love and tolerance and to reduce 
feelings of hatred and fear.  


 The Dalai Lama said that the inner work of meditation had the potential to 
bring about world peace.  


 Candidates may argue that action, not meditation, is what the world 
needs. People should be doing things in the service of social justice, not 
sitting passively on a meditation cushion.  


 Some forms of Buddhism say that meditation is a waste of time because it 
is subject to spiritual pride (e.g. Pure Land Buddhism). It is not possible to 
properly practice mediation in this age of mappo. Because the 
unenlightened mind discriminates, it inevitably associates more meditation 
with more spiritual development. Thus it leads to an inappropriate focus 
on oneself and one’s own achievements. i.e. it reinforces a sense of self 
rather than undermines it. 


 Candidates may argue that there are health and lifestyle benefits of 
meditation which are particularly helpful given the stresses and strains of 
modern life. For example the practice of mindfulness has a strong 
evidence base for helping people with depression, anxiety, chronic pain 
etc.  


 Others may argue that mediation at least does not harm, so it might be a 
better pastime than other possible activities.  


 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
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1. (a)	 Explain	the	significance	of	the	Four	Sights	in	Buddhism.	 [25]


(b) ‘The	Four	Sights	offer	the	best	insight	into	Buddhist	teachings	about	impermanence	and
no-self.’
Evaluate	this	view.	 [25]
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